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The French and Indian War was not a conflict between the French and Indian
people. It was a conflict between the English and the French. The Native
Americans in the Kennebec and Penbscot River valleys tried to remain neutral
during this time. However, Canadian Indians and the French attacked English
settlements in these river valleys. The English retaliated by killing innocent
Penobscots and Kennebec Valley Native Americans. Some Penobscots fled to
St. Johns, Canada. Those who remained starved and were forced to side with
their historic allies the French.

In 1754, the English attacked a French stronghold on Cape Breton Island. As
their French Allies lost strength, doom hovered over Native American
communities.

The Indians of Maine sided with the French and the Iroquois Nation sided
with the English. The final defeat to the Indians of Maine and French in
Acadia was in 1759 when English forces took Quebec City. By 1763 the English
had claimed all of Canada, Arcadia, and present-day Maine for England. This
made the area unsafe for any Penobscot. Most returned to the demolished
village at Indian Island near Old Town Maine. The face of Maine would never
be the same, English settlers flooded in grabbing up Indian land and assuming

control of the tribes. A A A




French Jesuit Priests 1600-

'The French were interested in two things in the “New World,” fur and souls.
The French established trade early with the Native Americans here in Maine.
Also they sent Priests, called Jesuits or Blackrobes, to the area to Christianize the
Native Americans. Early in the 1600’s French explorers, like Champlain, had
Jesuit Priests with them. Penobscots have had many Jesuits living amoung them
throughout their history; Ralse (who was killed in the Norridgewok Massacre),
Biard, and Vetromile, just to name a few.

These Jesuits were very sucessful in converting the Native American population
into Christians. Epidemics killed many Native Americans and the Jesuits
remained healthy. This may have caused lack of faith in the traditional medi-
cines because they didn’t heal the new sickness. Many Native Americans became
baptized into the Christian religion and adopted Christian names.
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The fur trade began out of European’s
desire for furs. In Europe, they desired
hats made from beaver fur.

Both the French and the English desired
these furs. Many trading posts popped
up near forts across Maine. Fort Penta-
goet was a French outpost that was used
for trade. The Europeans often fought
over trading territory and sought allies.
Native Americans in Maine would spend
long winter months seeking beaver furs.
At the trading post, the Indians would
trade their furs for food, guns, ammuni-
tion, clothing and other FEuropean
goods. The Native Americans became
dependant upon these European goods
for survival.

The competition between the French
and English for these furs usually meant
a fair price for futs traded by the Native
Americans. Penobscots sought out the
best price for their furs.

Traditionally, Native Americans would
obtain furs for clothing, using the furs of
animals that they ate

The fur trade caused a decline in the
number of beaver in the Northeast.
Mohawks, a nearby Iroquois tribe,
attacked the Penobscots in Maine to
obtain beaver trapping territories.

The fur trade began with a way to make
both the Europeans and the Native
the
dependence upon European goods kept
the Native Americans from being self-
sufficient.

Americans However,

wealthy.
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G th English
eorge Weymouth (P 500
In 1605 George Weymouth became the first Englishman to have contact with
Maine Native Americans, the Wabanaki. He landed near Monhegan Island oft
the coast of Maine where he found a safe harbor for his boat the “Archangel.”
Weymouth and his crew assembled a smaller boat called the “Light Horseman”
and explored the western shore of Penobscot Bay. Weymouth and his crew met
some Penobscot Indians in the area. According to written accounts by
Weymouth’s crew, he fed them and got the Native Americans drunk with liquor
and then confined them in the hold of his ship. Then he went ashore with some
of his men to capture other Native Americans. They opened boxes and showed
the Natives the desired goods, but they could not get the Indians to go on the
vessel; so Weymouth and his men grabbed two of them. "It was as much as five
or six of us could do to get them into the Light Horseman" [the boat], wrote
Weymouth, "for their [they] were strong, and so naked as our best hold was by
their long hair on their heads." When the anchor was taken up and the ship
sailed away for England with the five Penobscot captives, they also took two
handsome birch bark canoes. He took the Penobscot prisoners to Europe where
they learned to speak English and were gifted to other English sailors and
noblemen.

Weymouth wanted the Native Americans because he wanted to teach them to
speak the English language so he could communicate with them. Weymouth
wanted information about the land and the resources that were there.
Weymouth’s action set the stage for the future of English/Indian relations in

New England. 1
George Weymouth 1605 [ Pt s o ﬁq
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» ”% J ) his crew traveled. Some believe that it
Ly o was the St. George River, and others

think that it was the larger Penobscot
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After graduating from Old Town High School in 1986, James Eric
Francis joined the United States Air Force. James went to the Air Force
Basic Training in San Antonio, Texas before reporting to Francis E.
Warren Air Force Base in Cheyenne, Wyoming. FE. Warren AFB is
home to the world’s largest missile wing. The base was home to
Minuteman I, Minuteman II, and the MX (peacekeeper) Intercontinen-
tal Ballistic Missiles (ICBM). James worked in the 90th Civil
Engineering Squadron during peacetime.

James served a four year tour in Cheyenne and returned home to attend
college at the University of Maine to study history. James is now the
Tribal Historian for the Penobscot Nation. James was married in 2004
in a traditional Penobscot wedding ceremony on Indian Island.
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Chief Joseph Orono i 1688*-1801

Debated
Served as Penobscot Chief from ‘gf" ol \ it
approximatelyd7GOhuntillhisideathyiné o ‘ 1. . PF R -‘:‘_ .'f,':‘.

180)1 Chlef](oseph O)rono was "'5
as the “Blue-eyed Chlef There is'a *" -
fair amount of mystery surrounding

this Chief because of his light

eyes, and because he appeared in the

records at a very old age. Even in i
deachlosephy@rono’s life is a mystery.
Orono's age fs debaicdSomel
Fayaieiligacge was 110 to 113 e

at his death. ORI

Joseph Orono’s signature UR UN 0
thought to be a beaver or a seal with head raised*.

Joseph Orono was the son of one of the Baron St. Castine’s daughters. That
would make him the grandson of Molly Mathilde, and the great-grandson of
Chief Madockawando. Chief Orono was related to a long line of hierarchal Chiefs.
He assumed the role of Chief at a time of turmoil for the Penobscot Nation.
Around the Revolutionary War, Chief Orono received letters from George
Washington. Orono was sympathetic to the American causeinitheswarslniaispeech

in chains and to kill them. We must fight him. We will stand on the same ground
with our brother (the Americans).” The Penobscots had a strained relationship
with the English which cemented an alliance with the Americans.glhisgwas an
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IREown of Orono, Maine was named after' €hief’Joseph OronoA A



1675-1678AAA /King Philip’s War

King Philip’s War was the beginning of a century of war in New England. King
Philip was not king. He was a Massachusetts Wampanoag Chief named
Metacom. He was the son of Massasoit who befriended and aided the Pilgrims
who landed at Plymouth in 1620. On June 24, 1675, Metacom led his people into
war against expanding English settlers in Southern New England at a town called
Swansea, Massachusetts. Increasing numbers of English colonists and their
hunger for land caused tension in the region. Fueling this tension was the
continuing problem of English cattle trampling Native American cofnficlds.

in peace relations that led to war.

In Maine, the war involved the
Penobscots along with many other
people. Colonists in Maine became
nervous about the activities in South-
ern New England and denied the sale
of guns and ammunition to the
Native population. Native people
depended on these guns to hunt.

By the spring and early summer of
1676, more than a 150 Native Ameri-
cans died from starvation in the
Androscoggin and Kennebec River

Valleys. The Indians were forced to Bronz Sculpture by Jud Hartmann,
ys. Blue Hill, Maine.

attack Arrowsic, a trading post on the iSRRI devastating
Kennebec River for much needed fRgRaNSReetRstEl way of life for Native

sup.plies. people. They were sold into slavery, or
Chief Madockawando led an attack [o eSSt R e LT locally. Many

on the settlement of York in Southern jNFTSH- people moved from their tradi-
Maine during King Philip’s War, only oS R Pt 1 O Ve e R R BT
after trying to remain neutral. bloodiest in American history.
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Frank V. Loring Sr. fought in the Korean {58
War in 1951. He was born on Indian jEi
Island and was the grandson of “Chief &=
Big Thunder.” '

Frank was a warden for the Penobscot
Nation Warden Service for twenty five
years. While working as a warden, Frank
stopped and question some people
walking throught the woods in Chain of
Ponds township in Western Maine.
These people were terrorist and officer
Loring arrested them and kept them
from entering the country.

Frank has been an avid participant in
the Penobscot Nation’s Birch Bark
Canoe Revitilization Project. Above
is a picture of Frank making ribs for a
birch bark canoe.
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Madockawando A

Madockawando was a Penobscot Chief.
During the time of King Philip’s War
Madockawando sought peace between
the Penobscot and the English. He
attended many peace meetings with Lt.
Governor William Phips of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts. Phips
drafted a treaty that called for the
Penobscots to live under English rule and
to cut all alliances with the French. Most
Penobscots, even those who wanted
peace could not agree to those terms. h

e sculpiiie B Jull Hartminn, Blue S Vel
Madockawando lived on the Eastern shore of the Penobscot Bay. Today it is near
the town of Castine. The town was named after Madockawando’s son-in-law the
Baron St. Castin. Castin married Madockawando’s daughter Molly Mathilde.
'The French Fort Pentagoet served as a trading post for local Indians.

TC!&HOCE&W&HHO marrlea tHC aaugﬂter O! d E!Hlel !rom'

the Kennebec River. This was an arranged marriage.

_ i ) Madockawande  tried
1”;"‘“;; LA N . b A ] hard to stay out of the

=4 conflict of King Philip’s
War. However, attempts
at peace failed. After the
@M death of his sister to
4 English forces, and the
e"fy‘zww,mm attack on Fort Penta-
goet, he and other
Penobscots joined the

) ‘d't{m‘fune‘ :
> e i conflict.
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Maine Right to Vote

Native Americans have lived in the area we now call Maine for thousands of years.
When Europeans landed on the shores of the “New World” they considered the
Native Americans “less-than.” Penboscots were involved in many colonial
conflicts, usually allied with the French, against the English. When the colonies
declared their independence, the Penobscots allied with the Americans and
fought and died in the Revolutionary War against England. Penobscots also
fought for the United States in the War of 1812, for the North in the Civil War,
World War I, World War II, Korean War, Vietnam War, Desert Storm, and
Operation Iraqi Freedom. There have also been countless Penobscots who
served in the armed forces during peace time. However, the United States
government didn’t consider Native Americans citizens of this country until
1924. Even after Native Americans became citizens, they were not officially
allowed to vote in federal elections until 30 years later in 1954. In 1967, the State
of Maine became the last statéhinithelWhion to allow Maine Native Americans the
right to vote in State of Maine

the United States that has Indian
representation within the state govern-
ment. The Passamaquoddy Tribe of
Indians and the Penobscot Nation have
Indian Representatives in the Maine
State Legislature. They are allowed to
_introduce new legislation (laws) but are
7 " not allowed to vote on new legislation.
41§ Penobscot Representative Donna
| Loring, introduced the bill that calls for
Wall Maine school to teach Maine Native
American History and Culture.

In 2004, Michael Sockalexis became the
Penobscot Representative to the Maine

Legislature. 1 9 6 7






