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Biographies: People Who Make a Difference

The unit was designed around the Local Assessment for 3rd-4th grade Social Studies 
called “Maine People, Maine Events.”  This document has been attached for reference.  

This unit uses the resources that were developed for the unit Penobscots in the Military,
included in this packet. Many of the panels can be used as a starting resource for this unit. 
The panels are labeled with “Penobscot BIO.”   Other biographical information is also 
found in the kit. 

Unit Focus: Maine People Who Make a Difference: Biographies of Maine People 
Who Have Made an Impact

Grade: 4 
Big Concepts: 

Penobscot people have made and continue to make an impact on the world.  Penobscot 
people’s impacts are varied and span all components of culture. 

Essential Understandings:
Penobscot people have made impacts in all facets of culture.  Famous and not so famous 

Penobscot People have made impacts. 
Essential Questions:

What impacts have Penobscot people made that connected/connects them culturally and 
historically with the world? 

State Content Standards and Performance Indicators: 
History: A) Chronology 1) Similarities and differences in characteristics of individuals 

who have made significant contributions (impacts) to society in different eras 
Timeframe/Curricular Links

8-10, 45 minute lessons 
This is built to dovetail with the Local Assessment System Unit called “Maine 
People/Maine Events.”  When used in conjunction with this LAS, the unit may take up to 
4 class weeks.    This unit would build the knowledge-base for the Maine people half of 
the LAS and the Maine Events are also found but should be supplemented with other 
resources. A timeline of people and events would be a good way to incorporate this unit 
within the larger LAS. 

Introductory Activities: 
1) Write your own autobiography.  What impacts have you made on the world?  
2)  Share Worldview Circle chart (see attached).  All cultures have these 

components.  Brainstorm people who have made impacts on each component in 
Maine.  What impacts do you make?  
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Other Lessons: 
*notetaking and research strategies-see research guide and incorporate your own lessons 
on research
*when assigning research topics, be sure to have a balance of men, women, Penobscot 
people, non-Penobscot people, historic and contemporary figures 
*visiting local museums (Penobscot Museum, museum at the State House…) and learn to 
take notes from the ‘talking walls’ there 

Research List: Penobscot people who have made an impact in the past/secondary sources:
Louis Sockalexis, Andrew Sockalexis, Molly Spotted Elk, Lucy Nicolar Poolaw, 
Madockawando, Bessabez, Chief Joseph Orono, Frank Loring, Joe Attean, Joe Polis,
Molly Molasses (great information found in The Four Mollies, John Neptune, Princess 
Watahwaso, Frank Loring, Chief Big Thunder 

Penobscot Biographies from the Penobscot in the Military Panels
� Molly Mathilde
� Mary Therese Nelson 
� Eugene Loring Jr. 
� Charles Norman Shay 
� White Francis
� Madockawando
� Sylvester Francis 
� Frank Loring 
� James Eric Francis 
� Chief Joseph Orono 
� Bessabez

Research List: Penobscot people who are currently making impacts/primary sources:
Ted Mitchell-Jefferson Award winner, Donna Loring-government, John Bear Mitchell-
oral traditions, James and Arnie Neptune, Bonnie Newsom-archaeology/science, Carol 
Dana-language/science (plants), Pam Cunningham-arts/economy (basket making),
Jennifer Neptune-arts/economy (jewelry), John Banks-science, Mike Sockalexis-arts, 
Barry Dana-education/government, Chris Sockalexis-arts/drumming, Rick Nicola-
water/land quality and resources/science, Mary Therese Nelson-first Maine woman
Marine, Barbara Francis-arts/economy (basket making)-film included in kit 
Research List: Other Maine people who have made a difference: 
Hannibal Hamlin, Margaret Chase Smith, Edmund Muskie, William Cohen, John Cabot,
Benedict Arnold, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Joshua Chamberlain, John D. Rockefeller, 
Angus King, George Mitchell, Dorothea Dix, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Leon Bean, 
Stephen King, James Blaine, Rufus King 
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Short Scenario for Summative Assessment:
Dear Researcher,
     You have completed your own autobiography, for now.  You have explored how you 
make an impact in our world through who you are, where you have been and where you 
plan to go in life.  Now you will study another person who has made an impact on Maine.  
You have chosen a person to research. The people we are researching are men and 
women, members of the Penobscot Nation and non-members, people from the past and 
present, famous and not-so-famous people.  What all these people share in common is 
that they are people who make a difference in the world because of who they are and 
where they have been and what they do.
     You will research your person and answer several specific questions about them.  
When your research is done, be prepared to share your study with a partner.  You will 
look for things your people have in common and how they are different.  As a class, we 
will mark where these people make and impact on our Worldview Circle chart as well.  
     Your final page will be published in a collection of biographies about Maine people 
that make an impact.  This collection will be kept in the library for others to use.   

Directions/Criteria
-see Research Guide for specific guidelines to be included in research-all must be 
included (reproducible Research Guide included in packet) 
-research sources cited 
-titled T-chart 
- T-chart including 3 similarities and 3 differences between two people

Assessment Prompt: 
       Now that you have researched your Maine person who makes a difference, share 
your work with a partner.  When you have both shared your information, each of you will 
make a ‘T’ chart to compare the two people.  One side of the ‘T’ you need to list 3 
similarities your two people have.  On the other side of the ‘T’, you need to list 3 
differences your two people have.  Be sure to give your ‘T’ chart a title that gives the 
main idea that you learned from this chart.  
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People Who Make a Difference Rubric 

Performance
Indicator

1
Does not meet

standard

2
Partially meets

standard

3
Meets standard

4
Exceeds
Standard

History A1: 
Similarities and 
differences in 
characteristics
of individuals 
who have made 
significant
contributions to 
society in 
different eras 

T chart does
not include a 
title.
T chart 
includes 0-1 
similarities and 
0-1 differences 
between people 
researched.

T chart 
includes title.
T chart 
includes 2 
similarities and 
2 differences 
between people 
researched.

T chart 
includes title.
T chart 
includes 3 
similarities and 
3 differences 
between people 
researched.

T chart 
includes title.
A Venn 
diagram is 
used instead of 
a T chart to 
show at least 3 
similarities and 
3 differences 
between people 
researched.

Wrap Up Activities:
Using the Worldview Circle (components of all cultures) the class can place the name of

the person they studied in the proper component(s) as a share for the class.
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