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Trust and Fee Lands
Reservation Lands

Trust lands
A. Area Included

Penobscot Nation Trust lands include all those lands purchased since October 10, 1980
and conveyed to the United States of America in Trust for the Penobscot Nation.

Fee Lands

A. Area Included

All lands of the Penobscot Nation which are not in either the category of Reservation
Land or Trust Land are owned by the Nation in Fee and are owned under and are subject
to all laws and regulations of the State of Maine relating to land and land ownership.

Penobscot Reservation Lands

A. Area Included

The Penobscot Indian Reservation consists of all those lands which were reserved by the
Nation under the terms of the Treaty of Bangor made with the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts on June 29, 1818 and any lands that are added to the Reservation after that
date, but does not include those lands that have been legally transferred to a person or
entity other than a member of the Penobscot Nation subsequent to June 29, 1818 and
prior to October 10, 1980. The Penobscot Reservation also consists of any and all lands
identified in 30 M.R.S.A. S6203 (8), as amended, and includes, but not limited to all the
islands in the Penobscot River and its branches to their source or sources including, but
not limited to the East Branch of the Penobscot, the West Branch of the Penobscot, the

Mattawamkeag and the Piscataquis River together with all the rights, privileges and
appurtenances thereunto belonging including those named in Subchapter II Section 36 of

this Chapter.

Subchapter II Section 36

36, Tribal Lands — All air, land and water, tangible and intangible rights issuing out of,
annexed to, and exercisable within or about air, land, water, surface or sub-surface, now
held or hereafter acquired by the Penobscot Nation.
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The Trust Land at Mattamis-
contis is adjacent to T2RS8
NWP (Township (2) Range (8)
North of the Waldo Patent)
which was Fee Land that in
2006 was converted to Trust

Land.
Source: Length and Breadth of
Maine, by S.B. Attwood, 1977,
University of Orono Press, Orono,
Maine.

The total acreage for this area is
just under 30,000 acres. The
tribe has a sustainable forestry
program that is active in this
area.

On trust land, many tribal
members have camps that they
use year round for hunting and
other recreation activities.
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TREATY MADE BY THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS WITH THE PENOBSCOT TRIBE OF
INDIANS, JUNE 29, 1818.

This writing indented and made this twenty-ninth day of June, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, between
Edward H. Robbins, Daniel Davis, and Mark Langdon Hill, Esq., commissioners appointed by his excellency
John Brooks, governor of the commonwealth of Massachusetts, by and with the advice of the council, in
conformity to a resolve by the legislature of said commonwealth, passed the thirteenth day of February, A.D.
one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, to treat with the Penobscot Tribe of Indians, upon the subject expressed
in said resolve, on the one part; and the said Penobscot Tribe of Indians, by the undersigned chiefs, captains, and
men of said Tribe, representing the whole thereof, on the other part, Witnesseth, That the said Penobscot Tribe
of Indians, in consideration of the payments by them now received of said commissioners, amounting to four
hundred dollars, and of the payments hereby secured and engaged to be made to them by said commonwealth,
do hereby grant, sell, convey, release and quitclaim, to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, all their, the said
Tribes, right, title, interest, and estate, in and to all the lands they claim, occupy and possess by any means
whatever on both sides of the Penobscot River, and all the branches thereof, above the tract of thirty miles in
length on both sides of the river, which said Tribe conveyed and released to said commonwealth by their deed
of the eighth of August, one thousand seven hundred and ninety six, excepting and reserving from this sale and
conveyance, for the perpetual use of said Tribe of Indians, four townships of land of six miles square each, in
the following places, viz:

The first beginning on the east bank of the Penobscot river, opposite the five islands, so called, and running up
said river according to its course, and crossing the mouth of the Mattawamkeag River, an extent of six miles
from the place of beginning, and extending back from said river six miles, and to be laid out in conformity to a
general plan or' arrangement which shall be made in a survey of the adjoining townships on the river —— one
other of said townships lies on the opposite or western side of the river, and is to begin as nearly opposite the
place of beginning of the first described township as can be, having regard for the general plan of the townships
that may be laid out on the western side of said river Penobscot river, and running up said river according to its
course, six miles, and extending back from said river six miles. Two other of said townships are to begin from
the foot of an island, in West branch of Penobscot river in Nolacemeac lake, and extending on both sides of said
lake, bounding on the ninth range of townships, surveyed by Samuel Weston, Esq., which two townships shall
contain six miles square each, to be laid out so0 as to correspond in courses with the townships which now are,
or hereafter may be surveyed on the public lands of the state. And the said tribes do also release and discharge
said commonwealth from all demands and claims of any kind and deseription, in consequence of said tribe's
indenture and a ent with said commonwealth, on the eighth day of August, one thousand seven hundred
and ninety six, by their commissioners, William Sheppard, Nathan Dane, and Daniel Davis, Esquires, and we,
the undersigned commissioners on our part in behalf of said commonwealth, in consideration of the above
covenants and release of the said Penobscot tribe, do covenant with said Penobscot tribe of Indians, that they
shall have, enjoy and improve all the four ex-cepted townships described as aforesaid, and all the islands in said
Penobscot river above Old Town and including said Old Town island. And the commissioners will purchase for
their use as aforesaid, two acres of land in the town of Brewer, adjoining the Penobscot river, convenient for
their occupation, and provide them with a discreet man of good moral character and industrial habits, to instruct
them in the arts of husbandry, and assist them in fencing and tilling their grounds, and raising such articles ol
production as their lands are suited for, and as will be most beneficial to them, and will erect a store on the island
of Old Town, or contiguous thereto, in which to deposit their yearly supplies, and will now make some necessary
repairs on their church, and pay and deliver to said Indians for their absolute use, within ninety days from this
day, at said island of Old Town, the following articles viz: one six pound cannon, one swivel, fifty knives, six
brass kettles, two hundred yards of calico, two drums, four fifes, one box pipes, three hundred yards of ribbon,
and that annually, and every year, so long as they shall remain a nation, and reside within the commonwealth of
Massachusetts, said commonwealth shall deliver for the use of said Penobscot tribe of Indians at Old Town,
aforesaid in the month of October, the following articles, viz: five hundred bushels of corn, five barrels of wheat
flour, seven barrels of clear pork, one hogshead of molasses, one hundred yards of double breadth broadcloth, to
be of red color one year and blue the next, and so on alternately, fifty good blankets, one hundred pounds of
gunpowder, four hundred pounds of shot, six boxes of chocolate, one hundred and fifty pounds of tobacco, and
fifty dollars in silver. The delivery of the articles last aforesaid to commence in October next, and to be divided
and distributed four different times in each year among said tribe, in such manner as that their wants shall be
most essentially supplied, and their business most effectually supported. And it is further agreed by and on the
part of said tribe, that the said commonwealth shall have the right at all times hereinafter to make and keep open
all necessary roads, through any lands hereby reserved for future use of said tribe. And that the citizens of said
commonwealth shall have the right to pass and repass any of the rivers, streams, and ponds, which run through
any of the lands hereby reserved, for the purpose of transporting their timber and other articles through the same.
In witness whereof, the parties aforesaid have horeunte set our hands and seal.
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I 8) Stream at the place of birch -

19) At the cultivated land in the middle

20) Black Island ’

21) Long sandy river, later called the main boom:

22) Very small islands

23) Twin Isl

24) (Stream) outlet that comes into view from concealment
25) Place where there is a promontory MIhc river

26) Big Bog Island |

27 Shallnw sircar
28) Place where the river turps. Mow nhangm direction
20) At the wave

30) Ancient Penobscot 'v":lh?ghy the falls

31} The Peoples Island i

32) Place where the rocks Tvu,‘um out, white rocks

33) Place for tanning hides _
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Orson Island was known

as “big bog island.” i
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Indian Island is the
home of the Penobscot
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At one time the Piscataquis

railroad crossed Orson
[sland.
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In Joseph Treat’s Journal 1820, he writes
that the water was very low that year. He
had to stop at an island, and have a
Penobscot man make him a birchbark canoe

to help carry supplies.
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11) Eagle Island '
12) Place of the sugar plu!ns
13) Sandy crooked river
14) Hemlock Stream \

~ 15) Hemlock Island. |
]—“ 16) Burying Ground Island [Fenuhscut)
17) Long Island
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9) wapimanasto manahan

6:) Bear Island

7) Porcupine Island

8) Red Clay Island

9) Shining Spirit Island

10) Stream of the'red clay quarry
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.. Olamon Island was one of the last s
N\ of the occupied islands. The
¢ name is derived from the red | &

hematite, (red clay) found up
stream on the Olamon Stream.
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Sugar Island has many small lean-tos
M that were constructed in the 1980’s.
(@ Also at that time, a wilderness ropes
course was constructed near the
center of the Island. The island has
been used to bring the youth on
camping trips and to teach outdoor
survival skilll:.
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1) Cow Island (probably a female moose)
2) Big Island {

3) Bi.lquﬂg Ground Island {Muhﬁwk}

4) (Stream) at the place above the gravel bar
5) A sluice ladder for taking eels (weir)



T 11'_,'!:-1\ LY AT

! " l' A by '|I L II"._‘ \. {
WA N DN
\\ i \ LN\ AN
s, Passadumkeag .\

e G Y T 1B

| Passadumkeag is one of the Indian i .
/| place names that has remained onj\\
the landscape. It means “above the
gravel bar.” Through erosion,
glacial features called moraines
i~ feed the stream with sand and
gravel. This sand and gravel 1s then
— deposited nto the river just below

the outlet of the stream. Hisorically
| there would have been a village
here and also many other small
encampments up stream. Upstream
was a place know for tanning hides.
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- the stream that the Penob-
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It was here in the shallow
gravelly bottom, just below

scots would put their
fishing weirs in. A fishing
weir 1s basically a simple
barrier that restrected the
passage of fish to certian
places. At these places,
Penobscots would use
baskets to harvest the fish
as they swam through.
They would also use nets
and spears to capture the
fish above the weirs,
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The Penobscot River Restoration Trust is one of the largest, most
creative river restoration projects in our Nation’s history.
Successful implementation of the project will revive not only
native fisheries, but social, cultural and economic traditions of New
England’s second largest river- the Penobscot.

The Penobscot River drains 8,570 square miles, or about one-third
of Maine. For thousands of years sea-run fish migrations defined
this river, which once provided a seamless connection of life
between the Gulf of Maine and terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems
deep inland. The Penobscot River Restoration Trust’s reconfigura-
tion of dams will have a wide range of benefits to fish and wildlife
populations, water quality and communities along the river.

For more information go to www.penobscotriver.org
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' The Mohawk attacked the Penob-
‘o scot. “Once, a Mohawk woman,
who was friendly with the Penob-
scots, foiled the plans of the
. Mohawks. She was left on guard
- one night and killed as man

Mohawks as she could, then too

a canoe and came to the Penobscot
reservation and gave the alarm
that they were to be attacked.
When the Mohawks came they
~ were  slaughtered in  great
¥ numbers.” Florence Nicolar Sha

/'t Gordon Island is known by the
/" 4 Penobscots as “burnt land island.”
"/ /¢ | This name may indicate the use of
e fire as a forest management tool in
the Penobscot River Valley. Native
Americans in  Southern New
England burned the ground for a

variety of reasons twice each year.
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.. main river and a branch
1 which heads east of it,”
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" ))\| Mattawamkeag TR :
A W 1 e ) S The Mattawamkeag River
| Map 12/15 PIN Rez Islands |-_|_ was a major tributary that

A= was used to travel to lands
- and major rivers to the
east. This was the gateway
to the Maliseet country.
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This is an ancient site of a
Penobscot village. In ¥
1689, John Gyles said “a |\
village which stands on a §
point of land between the

S

Historically Houston
Islands were called “Five
Islands.” When Henry
David Thoreau visited the
area in the 1840’s he
indicated that there was

Indian occupation upon
these islands.
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[ When constructed in 1935 the
Mattaseunk Dam blocked the
run of salmon to both Salmon
Stream and the East and West

Branches of the Penobscot
River. Prior to this blockage, the
final remnants of salmon
spawning were taking place in
the East Branch of the Penob-
scot River. Not only did this
dam effect the salmon popula-
tion in the upper reaches of the
river, but without spawning
grounds, the salmon population
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declined rapidly.
02010 02 o4 \ ' o \\\ . Boom Islands are rem-
T e A\ N\ nants of the log driving
' 12400 |- > days. Many islands were

[

d
/\ / — ———~——\o—+ used as booms.
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